
 

FROM THE RECTOR... 
  

 

  

 I don’t know if you have ever messed up at work or let someone – be 

it a good friend or family member – badly down and you dread 

meeting them again. You can feel badly disappointed with yourself, 

even ashamed and you wonder just how you will face them. And, 

especially if you had initially made promises that you had ‘it all sorted’ 

but then messed up, you will most likely feel that you will not be able 

to look them in the eye. 

  

That is how most of us would feel when things have gone badly wrong 

for us (and never even mind when we have actually done wrong). And 

it is also how the disciples would have felt as they met in secret that 



first Easter Sunday. They had failed to stand up for Jesus; they had 

failed to confess Jesus when challenged; and they had all run away 

and deserted Jesus in His greatest moment of need. So much for all 

their promises that they would stand by Him and that they had ‘it all 

sorted’. Fear just completely overwhelmed them. 

  

And even on that Sunday evening, fear still ruled in their hearts as 

they met in secret with the doors locked. 

  

 

And then suddenly, Jesus came and stood among them. After their 

initial shock - how did He get in? I thought He was dead? – their 

emotions must have turned immediately to shame. This is Jesus, our 

Lord, whom we utterly failed. This is Jesus whom we let down. I have 

no doubt that their heads hung low with shame and few felt able to 

look Him in the eye.  

  

 



I know I certainly would not have felt able to lift my head at having 

failed Him so badly. And I would have probably been dreading the 

rebuke for having failed Him so completely. The rebuke of the 

disciples by Jesus would have been more than justified. Yet the first 

words spoken by Jesus to them were: 

  

‘Peace be with you!’ 
   

Quite amazing! But then grace is amazing. It would be totally natural 

to rebuke those who have failed and perhaps we are very quick – at 

work or within the family – to offer rebukes. Perhaps we ourselves 

expect (or have had experience of) painful rebukes. But Jesus Christ 

is quick to show grace to those who have failed and to offer them 

peace. No wonder, we read in John’s gospel that the disciples were 

then overjoyed. Who wouldn’t be? 

 

  

Yet perhaps this morning, you still lack a sense of true joy. Perhaps 

even now you have previously attended Church and you have heard 

about Jesus, but you have yet to fully receive His peace and so have 

yet to fully experience His joy. Is this not now the time to do so? We 

all fail Jesus, sometimes (as the Prayer Book puts it): 

  

through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault; by what we 



have done and by what we have failed to do. 
 

However, what is amazing about Christ – and why the events of 

Easter are so important – is His willingness to reach out to us who 

have messed up, who have failed Him and to grant us His peace and 

forgiveness. Far from wanting to leave us burdened with guilt and 

crushed by shame, Easter demonstrates the love of Jesus Christ 

and His desire to see us enjoy the forgiveness, the love and the 

peace of God. 

 

Yet we need individually to make that offer of forgiveness a reality. 

We need to look to Jesus Christ and to personally receive His gift of 

grace. I love the Prayer of Humble Access in our Holy Communion 

Service where it says that: 

  

We are not worthy so much as to gather up the 
crumbs under your table. But you are the same 

Lord, whose nature is always to have mercy. 
   

The prayer is a beautiful balance of the need for us to recognise our 

own unworthiness before God: for we each have messed up.  

 

 



We each have let Him down. We each have sinned. But yet, God in His 

mercy, desires not our humiliation but our restoration. He wants us 

to experience His blessing, to receive His forgiveness and to know 

His peace and joy. As the apostle John later wrote: ‘This is love: 

not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His 

son as an atoning sacrifice’. 
  

  

 

Is this not the time to trust fully in Christ? To trust in what He did for 

you by dying on that Cross so as to secure your rescue? To 

acknowledge your need of rescue (for we all have fallen short of 

God’s glory) and then to receive that rescue and blessing as you 

trust in Christ as your Lord and Saviour? 

 

I would invite you to take this opportunity to prayerfully commit your 

heart and life to Christ.  

 

Every Blessing 

 

Bryan  

  

PEACE 

  


