PRAYER LETTER
FROM CLAIRE
APRIL 2021
Dear friends.
I hope this ﬁnds you well.
It’s been a while since my last prayer
letter and much has happened since
then, in so many ways. Covid has
changed things for everyone but what a
strength and comfort to know that God is
faithful and unchanging and as Psalm
46:1 says ‘God is our refuge and strength,
an ever present help in times of trouble.’
Thank you so much for for praying both
for me and for God’s work in Paraguay. It
would be so much appreciated if you
were able to carry on praying for the
church in Concepcion and the people
there. Things haven’t been easy for the

church over the past few
years. Shortly after I had
to leave suddenly to
return to Northern
Ireland, Bishop Andres the
retired minister of the
church was diagnosed
with cancer of his kidneys
and had one kidney
removed and is taking a
chemotherapy tablet for a
tumour on the other
kidney. He is grateful to
God for the provision of
this treatment and to be
feeling as well as he is.
Please pray for him, his
wife Estela and also
Norma, who is very

Hernan

Norma & Saul
involved in the
ministry with
the children
and the Indian
Shelter and is
a l s o
undergoing
tests at the
minute.

Bishop Andres & Estela

Due to COVID19, apart from
the Sunday
services in the
c e n t r a l

church, much of the ministry of the
church was suspended last March and
this carried on throughout the year
including meetings with the indigenous
people in our annexe in the Chaco and
the work with the children and young
people in the outlying areas of
Concepcion. Due to ongoing worry over
Covid as well as other factors the church
in Concepcion isn’t in a position to reopen the different ministries for the time
being.
For many of the children and young
people, these meetings are the only
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Christian input into their lives each
week. Please pray that God will sustain
them during this time and also that He
will protect, encourage, unite and build
up the church and it’s leadership. Seven

church is being supported by some of the

Jesus’ disciples and followers must have

pastors in Asunción.

We would

felt such pain, fear, despair and

appreciate your prayers for them as they

confusion on the Friday of his cruciﬁxion

travel the 6 hours to Concepcion and also

and the following day, things so many

for Pastor Agustin (and his wife Teresa)

people and countries are experiencing at

who is standing in as

the moment.

bishop until the

everything had started to change as Jesus

appointment of a new

was raised from the dead, bringing hope,

diocesan bishop.

joy and eternal life in Him. I pray that we

Many Paraguayan schools

may know that hope and joy this Easter.

are open again or open to a

Thank you so much again for your

percentage of students as

faithful prayer support during my years

of the beginning of the new

in Paraguay and also since I have been at

school year at the end of

home. Your prayers have made such a

February although this

difference and different people in

may change as the

Paraguay have also asked me to pass on

numbers of cases of Covid

their gratitude to those who pray for

and related deaths have

them.

increased considerably.

Happy Easter and God bless.

There is also extreme

Love,

concern due to a lack of
hospital beds, ICU beds,

Yet by Easter Sunday,

Claire

necessary medication and
vaccines. This has created a
lot of political unrest.
Paraguay shares hundreds
of kilometres of border
Pastor Agustin and Teresa
years without a minister has taken its
toll, coupled with other leaders having to
step back due to illness or for other
reasons. We really pray for the Lord to
provide a minister for the
church.
Ricardo, who has been
the leader for the last few
years has just moved to
Brazil along with his wife
and four children.

We

pray for them as they
settle in, look for work
and begin a new life, and
for the church as it seeks
God’s will and plans for
the future.
For the moment the

with Brazil and the awful
situation with Covid 19 in
Brazil has also had a knock on affect in

P.S. If you would like to continue
receiving updates on the work of the
church in Concepcion, Paraguay please
let me know either at:
claramholmes@hotmail.com

Paraguay. We pray especially for the

or

country as they try to access enough

claire@samsireland.com

vaccines.

