
 

 

 
 

E-News - 3rd May 2020 

 

FOOD for STOREHOUSE 

  

Storehouse have a great ministry distributing food parcels to families in 

the wider community who are in need.  And given the current economic 

downturn with the coronavirus, the needs of many are even greater. So 

we want to organize another collection of food from among Church 

members to pass on to Storehouse. 

 

We appreciate that some of you yourselves are struggling at this difficult 

time and so we don’ t want to further burden you. However, we are 

inviting those Hillsborough parishioners who are still financially 

comfortable to donate some food. 

 

Donations can be dropped off at the entrance porch of our Downshire 

Centre this TUESDAY between 9:00am and 5:00pm. All types of tinned 

food and packets are welcome but Storehouse currently have a particular 

need for tinned potatoes tinned desserts, long life milk and tinned meals. 

Gifts of shampoo would also be appreciated! 

 

With many thanks for your support and partnership as we seek to show 

Christ’s love to those in need. 



  

 

 HOME GROUPS 

  

Members of our various Home Groups have been enjoying ‘meeting 

up’ via zoom and renewing contact with each other. In addition to the 

Bible study, members have really appreciated the friendship and 

fellowship. The Home Groups will be meeting again next week. 

However, it may be that you have not previously been a member of a 

Home Group but would now, from the safety of your home, enjoy 

attending a group. The good news is that our Curate, Rev Jonathan 

Brown, is setting up a new Home Group for people just like you! 

 

From next Wednesday (ie 5th May), Jonathan will be leading a new 

Home Group meeting at 8:00pm on a fortnightly basis. You will not 

be asked any direct questions nor put on the spot in any way. So, if 

you have never felt comfortable in a Home Group before or simply 

couldn’t get out of the house to attend, this is the perfect Home 

Group for you! To join, phone Jonathan on 07307 859336. 

  

 



  

 

 

STAFF on FURLOUGH 

 

With no Sunday Services and the Downshire Centre no longer being used 

everyday, there has been a reduction in the workload of some of our staff. 

Accordingly, the Select Vestry has voted to place Andrea (our parish 

administrator), Sarah (our Music Director) and Dalia (our cleaner) on 

furlough.  

 

This scheme is operated and funded by the government as part of its job 

retention strategy during the current crisis. As a Church, we are very 

grateful to Andrea, Sarah and Dalia for their faithful service and we trust 

that the move by the Select Vestry will help safeguard their posts for 

when we fully re-open as a Church.  

 

Meantime, anyone who has any query of an administrative nature, should 

still phone 07902 238892 any week-day between 9:30am and 12:30pm and 

it will now be dealt with Jonathan Brown. If there is a pastoral need, then 

contact Bryan Follis directly on 07443 549890. 

 

 

 

  



YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

How do you keep connecting with teenagers in the Church and help 

them still feel a part of things? Answer: ask Frank! Immediately 

social distancing kicked in and meetings in person were no longer 

feasible, our Youth Pastor, Frank Dillon organized a range of 

activities using various types of social media. These online activities 

are aimed at different groups of teenagers with Youth Church on a 

Sunday morning geared to those aged from P7 through to year 9. 

 Then on a Sunday evening, the Youth Fellowship – which is our 

main meeting for youth discipleship – meets at 7:00pm.  

 

The Youth Fellowship has been holding virtual meetings for about 2 

hours (!)  and provided a lot of fun as well as good Christian teaching 

to its members. To hold the attention and enthusiasm of young 

people for 2 hours is proof of something being done very well. And 

the success of these YF meetings is a tribute to the planning and 

hard work done in advance by Frank and the lay leaders to help 

deliver an interesting programme.  

 

With no school, exams postponed or cancelled and not being able to 

meet up with their friends, this has been an extremely uncertain time 

for our young people. And so as a Church, we have been keen to 

come alongside them pastorally and provide some re-assurance. 

Great therefore that the teenagers have been enjoying these on-line 

meetings. One of our young members, Max Gillespie, said of the 

online ministry that it has  

‘really helped me feel that there is still a fellowship even through this 

time of uncertainty, where the youth are able to come together and 

express their faith through discussion and games as well as having a 

feeling of togetherness.’ 

 

Sadly however, our proposed youth trip to Romania with Exodus has 

had to be called-off though members are viewing this as a 

postponement rather than a cancellation. Although disappointed that 

their trip to Romania is not taking place this summer, the team 



 

members continue to ‘meet’ each Thursday evening  with Frank and 

Catherine.  

These on-line meetings have proved to be great for team-building 

and the young members appear to be benefitting much from the 

meetings. Jenny Hurst is a parent whose son, Michael, is on the 

Romania team and she said of the virtual meetings that they have 

been  

 

‘a real source of encouragement and reassurance for the young 

people…during these unusual times.’ 

 

If you have a teenage son or daughter and there are not yet involved 

in any of our online youth activities, then contact Frank Dillon on 

07557 946520. He can guide them into the activity appropriate for 

them.  

 

 

  

 

  



  

 

 10:30 WORSHIP 

 

This Sunday morning, we will have 10:30 Worship from the Church. Bryan 

Follis will lead and give an address while some members of our band will 

lead the worship. 

For the children, there will be a Sunday School programme while Frank 

Dillon will lead Youth Church for those in P7 and above. 

  

 


