
 

 

    
 
 
 

 

                                                                                                            

 

eNews 5 April 

 

FROM THE RECTOR... 
  

  

  

Today is Palm Sunday and the start of Holy Week. Though you – given the 

current crisis gripping our country – may easily have forgotten.  To help 

us mark Easter and to lift us from the crushing daily news about CV 19, 

later this week we will have special on-line messages for Good Friday and 

Easter Day.  Both will feature readings of Holy Scripture, a short address 

from me and some music and hymns. The aim is to allow each of us to be 

still, to draw close to the Lord God Almighty and to be refreshed in an act 

of worship and so to know afresh His peace which transcends all 

understanding. 

  

 

 



 

 

 

Meanwhile, back to Palm Sunday and that first Palm Sunday as Jesus rode 

into Jerusalem. We are told in Matthew’s Gospel that as Jesus approached 

the city sitting on the donkey that a ‘very large crowd spread their cloaks 

on the road, while others cut their branches from the trees and spread them 

on the road.’ Matthew also tells us that the crowds shouted ‘Blessed is He 

who comes in the name of the Lord!’ and that the whole city was stirred and 

asked ‘Who is this?’. 

 

 

  

With such a welcome, the disciples must have thought, ‘This is it! The 

moment of victory has come.’ After leaving their jobs and homes to follow 

Jesus and having done so for three years, they had ‘little to show’ for being 

a disciple. They were part of a movement which was still very small and 

insignificant. It was a movement on the margins of society and one whose 

members were despised by those in authority. And yet now as Jesus 

entered Jerusalem that Sunday, it all seemed to be changing. 

  

 



 

 

  

The crowds went wild to welcome Jesus, He appeared to have –what 

political pundits call momentum – and so surely, victory was within His 

grasp. And they, as His friends and closest followers, would share in the 

fruit of that victory as He established the Kingdom of God. Their own 

excitement  and expectations at what lay before them, must have been 

impossible to contain. And yet, within a few days, instead of them sharing 

in a great political victory and enjoying the new trappings of power and 

prestige, Jesus Christ was dead and they were in hiding. 

  

 

 

Betrayed by one of their own, Jesus was arrested, tortured and then killed 

on a cross by crucifixion. The mob had completely turned on Him and his 

disciples, fearing for their own lives had run away and were in hiding. They 

must now have thought, ‘What has gone wrong? Where is God in all this? 

How did He allow this to happen? Why doesn’t He do something?’ Given 

what had happened and what was going on, their thoughts and fears are 

completely understandable. 

  

 



 

 

   

Yet Jesus had tried to prepare them for what would happen and had even 

warned them that He would suffer and die.  However, that teaching didn’t 

quite fit in with how they thought the Kingdom would be established. So no 

wonder they were overwhelmed by fear and struggled to cope when things 

became so difficult. They failed to grasp that despite the outward 

circumstances (and they were indeed difficult and painful circumstances), 

God had not abandoned them. God was still with them and God was still 

working even through the awful circumstances to achieve His eternal 

purposes. 

  

 

   

And it is the same today: God is faithful. He has promised never to leave us 

nor forsake us. 

  

 

 

And we need prayerfully and intentionally to claim that promise. We need, 

despite the outward very difficult circumstances in our country, to affirm by 

faith that we believe that God Himself is still with us. We need to be still and 

prayerfully to know afresh His presence and to seek His peace.  



 

 

  

 

 

The prophet Isaiah, who lived through very turbulent times, could still 

declare to God his conviction that: 

  

‘You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are 
steadfast because they trust in you.’   

  

And we need to believe – even though (if we are honest) it may be a struggle 

to do so – that God is active and at work even through the difficult and 

challenging circumstances in our country to achieve His eternal purposes. 

That doesn’t mean, as some have foolishly suggested that this virus is a 

judgment sent by God as a punishment on our society. But it does mean 

that God, who is ultimately Sovereign, is able to break through the pain and 

the falleness of this world to work for the good of those who love Him. 

 

 

   

So because of that truth, that God is at work redeeming even awful 

circumstances (as He did with Christ’s death on that Cross), we believe 



 

 

 

that, nothing – neither death nor life nor anything else in all creation - can 

separate us from the love of God that is in Jesus Christ our Lord. And it is 

through knowing that love, that perfect love, that all fear may be cast out. 

 

  

This Holy Week, let us use our God-given common sense. Let us continue 

to stay home and, when we must go out, to keep a safe distance from others 

and let’s continue to frequently wash our hands. But, let’s also intentionally 

spend time each day in prayer, to be still before God and seek to rest in His 

peace and love. 

 

  

And as you do so, may the God of all peace grant you His peace at all times 

and in every way. 

  
 Bryan  

 

BISHOP DAVID McCLAY 



 

 

  

  

  

The Bishop of Down & Dromore, the Rt Rev David McClay, has called on the 

members of all Churches in the Diocese to spend time today in prayer in 

relation to the CV 19 crisis. He invites us all to set aside time this afternoon 

at 3:45pm and if we are physically able, to kneel and then to use the 

following two prayers as we seek God’s intervention.   

  

PRAYER A 

Heavenly Father, we pray for all those on the frontline of the fight against 

Coronavirus. 

For doctors, nurses, pharmacists and all medical staff, especially those 

we know (name any known to you). 

For all those working in essential services (name those known to you). 

For those who are sick, those who have been bereaved and those living 

alone who may be afraid (name those known to you). 

And for all of us, 

That we may know the peace of God that passes all understanding 

(name family and close friends). 

Lord God help us to hear and to heed your voice as you lead and guide us 

daily. 

God Almighty enable us to know your presence and your power in our 

lives that we would see you at work more and more as each day passes. 



 

 

 

We cry out to you asking you to intervene and halt the spread of this 

virus. 

We ask for your wisdom and enabling for all involved in research to find a 

vaccine. 

We pray for a new wind of your Holy Spirit to blow across this island with 

healing and hope, repentance and faith towards you, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, leading to the salvation of many. 

In your love and mercy, we pray that you would bless us with a new 

awareness of your presence with us, your love towards us, your kindness 

and care for us and for all those for whom Jesus lived and died. 

May we and may many respond to you with all our hearts in love and faith. 

We pray this in and through the name of Jesus Christ, our Saviour and 

Lord. 

Amen 

  

 
  

PRAYER B 

‘Almighty and merciful God who in days of old, did give this land the 

blessing of your holy Church; withdraw not we pray, your favour from us, 

but correct what is amiss, and supply what is lacking, so that more and 

more we may bring forth the fruit of your Spirit to your glory, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, we pray, Amen’ 

 
 


